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CASE OF STRICTURE OF THE URETHRA OF LONG STANDING, 
CURED BY CUTTING DOWN UPON THE CONTBACTED POINT. 


BY EDWARD MAINWARING, SURGEON, BIRMINGHAM, ENGLAND. ee 


On the 26th of May, 1834, six o’eloek, A. M., 1 was called upon to 
attend William Bentley, of Sheepcote street, Birmingham. On my 
arrival. 1 found him laboring under all the disttessing symptoms of com- 
‘plete suppression of urine, of some hours duration ; great distention of 
bladder : high fever; quick, hard pulse; furred, dry tongue; great 
anxiety, and,@mmoniaca! odor of breath ;“has had warm baths, and two 
strong anodyne draughts, without relief, by order of Dr. Eccles. I im- 


mediately had recourse to the catheter. e urethra was very irritable, 
and I found a formidable stricture at the bulb, rigid spasm of the mem- 


branous portion, and a very much enlarged prostate gland, being full as 
large as a hen’s egg ;*but by perseverance, and raising the point of the 
catheter with the finger of the left hand in the rectum, I succeeded in its 
introduction into the bladder, and drew off upwards of two quarts of 
urine, at once affording complete relief. I then ordered an enema, to. 
be administered as soon as he had recovered from his exhaustion, and an 
anodyne draught at bedtime. 
I called during the day, and made some inquiries into my patient’s 
history. He is sixty years of age, and by trade a_ carpenter ; has been 
‘more abstemious in his habits than otherwise, occasionally, only, taking a 
drop too much. His appeagance is that of a dark-haired, thin, pale 
man, about five feet six inches high, not emaciated, but still looks like 
one who has seen some hardship. He bears a good character for indus- 
try, and has reared a large family ; his general health good. He states 
that he has had difficulty in making water for twelve years, but that 
. twelve months ago he was suddenly seized with a stoppage of his urine, 
and with anxious desire to void it, after walking half a mile on a hot 
day, and drinking a draught of porter while he was heated ; since then 
hag had occasional attacks of this sort, accompanied by severe pain in 
his back and lower part of his belly ; but these attacks went off, by rest 
and quiet, without medital assistance. Has been subject to hemorrhoids, 


for twenty years, which are very painful occasionally ; to hydrocele of 


the left scrotal sac for twelve years, and has been in the hospital here 
several times for relief, but no permanent cure effected, the sac being, 
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now much distended with fluid. Never had gonorrhcea or syphilis of 
any kind. 

21. To-day I was sent for, and found my patient laboring under the 
same symptoms as yesterday. I again attempted the catheter, and I 
suppose was an hour using every manceuvre possible to introduce it, but 
without success. He complained most horribly of the pain and irrita- 
tion I gave him, although I used but very little force. His pulse was 
hard and full, which, with his other symptoms, induced me to, imme- 
diately, tie up his arm and bleed him to faintness. Administered an 
enema, and gave him an anodyne draught, containing forty drops of Bat- 
ley’s sedative solution, and to have constant fomentations of poppy-head 
water to the abdomen and perineum. 

Three hours after. ‘The distressing symptoms continue, and the blad- 
der seems fast distending. I attempted the catheter again, but did not 
succeed. I now directed my attention to the scrotum, thinking that, from 
its great distention with fluid, it might exercise some sympathetic influ- 
ence over the bladder. J punctured it, and drew off the fluid collected. 
Applied six leeches to the perineum, and gave a starch injection, con- 
taining 3j. of laudanum. An hour after, 1 used the catheter again, but 
without success. His symptoms were now of that alarming nature that 
I determined upon calling in further assistance. Mr. Freer and the late 
Mr. Chester were sent for, when, after many fruitless attempts to pass 
the catheter, we determined to puncture the bladder, as being the only 
means left to save my patient. This I immediately did about three 
inches above the pubis, and through the canula. 1. introduced an elas- 
tic gum catheter into the bladder, which remained in the new-made pas- 
sage for twelve weeks, during which time I had to combat several severe 
attacks of peritonitis, which 1 subdued by the steady and persevering 
use of calomel and opium, warm fomentations, glysters, and strict watch- 
ing, scarcely ever leaving him for more than two or four hours at a 
time, day or night, during the whole period of twelve weeks’ painful 
confinement. 

About every fifth or sixth day I had recourse to the catheter, which I 
at last succeeded in passing into the bladder. I now felt delighted at 
the prospect of a speedy cure toymy patient, and a termination to my 
anxiety and care ; and for five days he went on well, sat up for several 
hours in the day, enjoyed his meals, and slept well at night. The in- 
flammation of the prostate had been reduced by leeching, and other 
suitable means, and he was now gaining strength rapidly. He, how- 
ever, on the fifth night, and he says in his sleep, pulled the catheter out 
of his bladder, although I had secured it with tape ; and when I called 
at midday, expecting all was going on well, I was exceedingly mortified 
to find my patient with his bladder painfully disteuded, and unable to 
void his urine. I immediately attempted to pass the catheter per ure- 
thram, but could not succeed, from its excessively irritable state. The 
gentlest introduction of a well-oiled gum catheter produced therein ex- 
cruciating pain and spasm, rendering it impossible to pass it more than 
two or three inches. Here was a condition to be in! the punctured 
wound had quite healed ; my patient’s bladder full and painful ; he was 
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very weak and reduced, and seemed now to resign all hope of relief. 
1, however, cheered him, gave him an anodyne draught and a starch in- 
jection, with 3). of laudanum, and ordered fomentations to be constant- 
ly applied. 

I called again in three hours; in the meanwhile a slight oozing of 
urine had commenced from the puncture in the abdomen, and on my 
removing the bed clothes a fine stream of urine, of the thickness of a ' 
pin, jetted to the height of fifteen or twenty inches. Taking advantage 
of this, | seized the catheter and bored it into the bladder, and relieved 
my patient. I again left him tolerably comfortable. 

We now went on much as before; he in bearing his sufferings, and I 
attempting to relieve them, for another period of seven weeks ; during 
which time I used, at intervals, every means possible to again enter the 
bladder per urethzam, but without success. I could pass the catheter 
somewhere, its full length, but certainly not into the bladder. By this 
time my patient’s mind was so harassed by his distressing situation, that 
he hoped I would end his miserable existence, or devise some means of 
relief from this most extreme state of suffering. I then determined up- 
on performing the lateral operation ; to this he joyfully consented, and 
with the kind assistance of Mr. Baynham-and Mr. Welshman, I accom- 
plished it. My patient’s health had been much shattered, certainly, 
but there yet remained considerable courage, and for some time the 
thought had struck me, that I could take advantage of the opening into 
the bladder through the abdomen, and render the operation less difficult, 
and success far more certain. With this view I prepared a sound a 
little longer than the common one, and bent it into this shape ™, and 
having placed my patient on the table, secured as for lithotomy, I passed 
a sound down to the bulb of the urethra, this being quite as far as I 
could go with certainty ; and having placed it in the hand of one of 
my kind assistants, I withdrew the gum catheter from the bladder, 
through the wound in the abdomen, and introduced the prepared sound 
through the same passage. Having found the neck of the bladder, I 

ushed the sound into it as far as I could, and placed it in the hand of 

fr. Welshman. ‘Thus prepared, [made my incision down to the point 
of the sound in the urethra, and dicted’ carefully on till I could dis- 
tinctly feel the sound in the neck of the bladder, when, having fixed 
my knife on its point, I gently withdrew it, and followed with my knife, 
dividing in its course part of the prostate gland and the neck of the 
bladder. Having now obtained a satisfactory entrance into the bladder, 
and this being accomplished without much loss of blood, my patient bore 
up well. He was now placed in bed, and the wound left open, with the 
view of keeping up a steady drain from the diseased gland, and an easy 

assage for the urine. At the end of three weeks my patient not hav- 
ing had a bad symptom, and the prostate very much diminished, I ven- 
tured upon passing a catheter down the whole length of the urethra, 
and healing up the wound in the perineum (the one in the abdomen 
was perfectly so). To effect this 1 had a silver trough made, which I 
introduced through the wound into the bladder ; then passed an elastic 
gum catheter down the urethra, and fixing its point in the trough, I 
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passed it into the bladder. The trough was then withdrawn, and the 
wound dressed with caustic and lint. At the end of nine days the 
wound in the perineum was quite healed, and I withdrew the catheter, 
and in a few hours my patient made water, to use his own expression, 
‘as well as ever he did in his life.” It is now nearly three years and 
a half since the operation, and he has remained perfectly well, never 
having once complained of difficulty in voiding his urine. 

The hemorrhoids are much better, and he has ever since been able 
to follow his occupation with comfort.—London Lancet. 


ANIMAL MAGNETISM IN LONDON. 


[An able writer in the London Lancet, after describing some experi- 
ments which he witnessed at the University College Hospital, by Baron 
Dupotet de Sennevoye, makes the following observations. Whether 
they contain a true solution of the mystery of animal magnetism or not, 
they are worthy of attention in the present unsettled state of the public 
mind on this interesting subject. ] 

And now I come to the impression made on me in the way of ex- 
planation. I entirely give up the idea of collusion on the part of the 
patient ; she was much too pretty and light-hearted to be the instrument 
of a cold-blooded and painful fraud. ‘To say no more of the pinching 
and the snuff, it would have required a long drilling to teach a girl the 
symptoms to be counterfeited ; and what would be the chance of a 
foreigner’s finding the requisites united, in an out-patient in the Univer- 
sity College Hospital ? 

The explanation, | apprehend, lies in a much shorter compass. It is 
simply, that the waving motion of the hands (which it is observable is 
as perceptible to the patient when the eyes are shut as when open, es- 
pecially if the face be turned towards the light, as anybody may con- 
vince themselves by experiment with their own hands) produces an ac- 
tion on the brain (akin, perhaps, to the dizziness produced by the sight 
of running water), sufficient in some epileptic patients (in the actual 
case, one out of two) to bring on a real repetition of the epileptic fit. I 
never felt any doubt that the patient was in one of her epileptic fits ; 
and the remark of the women is confirmation of the identity. What 
troubled me, was the idea of what would become of us all if the patient 


never recovered, and we were brought before the coroner. How the 


recovery was brought about, | admit to be the mysterious point; but if 
we will only keep our wits about us, and not be run away with by ad- 
miration of the marvellous, we must be on the point of finding out the 
whole. The fact already ascertained, I maintain to be, that certain mo- 
tions before the eyes produce a cerebral affection, capable of inducing 
epilepsy in certain states of predisposition. There is nothing in this 
more wonderful than in many other facts established by experiment. 
For example, a few weeks ago I experienced, for the first time, what I 
remember hearing the servants talk of when I was a boy, that certain 
patterns upon walls and furniture produce giddiness. 1 was in a room 
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at the Albion, and found the walls turning round. My first thoughts 
were of apoplexy; but the recollection of the servants’ assertion came 
to my relief. ‘The paper on the walls was a crimson ground, with some- 
thing like serpentine columns in white, reaching from the floor to the 
ceiling. Now if so slight a circumstance can produce a cerebral affec- 
tion in a person of strong nerves and free from disease, there seems no- 
thing unreasonable in believing that a wavy motion before the eyes of a 
weakly patient may produce a sui generis effect upon the brain, which 
‘in epileptic habits shall have a tendency to produce recurrence of the 
fit. It appears to be merely a question of experiment. An honest 
Scepticism does not consist in refusing to believe that a cause A may 

roduce an effect B, if experiment proves them to be conuected ; but 
in refusing to believe anything without competent proof. 

Another point of circumstantial evidence in support of the absence 
of collusion, I think I see in the following. Though not medical, I 
have enough of general information to know, that one of the first symp- 
toms by which cerebral affections in general demonstrate themselves, and 
particularly in women, in consequence, probably, of the greater contrast 
with their previous habits, is a diminution of the ordinary restraint on 
language. It takes place in insanity, in drunkenness, in the delirium of 
opium, and in epileptic fits which are only another form of cerebral af- 
fection. Everybody knows that when ladies faint, there is a hustling 
away of gentlemen; which is not so much on account of the necessity 
of cutting laces, as for fear of what might be said by the patient during 
the temporary suspension of restraint. ‘The purest-minded woman up- 
on earth, might talk of her innocent preferences, her state of health, or 
many other subjects on which witnesses would not be desirable. Now 
I submit that in the case described, there is just so much of this kind 
of evidence as goes to establish the cause assigned. It is out of the 
range of probability, that a foreigner should have been able to instil with 
effect into the mind of a hospital patient, that precisely such and such a 
departure from her ordinary restraint in language and conversation, 
would best keep up the character she was to assume. J therefore con- 
clude it to be more likely that there was a real affection of the brain. 

One inference would appear to be, that thecrebral irritation which in- 
duces the epileptic action, at least of the artificial kind, is attended with 
no pain. It may even be attended with soothing and agreeable sensa- 
tions ; as in the case of a little girl of my own, of four and a half years, 
who always requests to be “tickled” to sleep, the “tickling” con- 
sisting in somebody drawing their hands over her face, which invariably 
sends her, in a few minutes, to sleep. Various questions of importance 
may also suggest themselves. "If there is a process that removes the 
artificial fit, will it lead toa way of removing the natural one? And what 
is to be the effect of the artificial fits upon the patient? Epilepsy is 
understood to be confirmed by habit ; is then the repetition three times 
a week of the artificial fit, to go towards confirming the habit, or may it 
have a tendency to act as a vaccine, and prevent or modify the natural 
disease ? It has been asserted in some of the newspapers, that the pa- 


tient described has had no recurrence of her natural fits since the artifi- . 
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cial practice. If this be so, there appears something like an exhaustion 
of the epileptic tendency. 

I have not witnessed any repetition of the experiments, but I have 
heard the accounts of a person in whom I have confidence ; and as no- 


thing but sheer imbecility can prevent the immediate ascertaining wheth- 


er the main facts are correct or not, I shall take the liberty of alluding 
to them under that reservation. He says he saw the process tried on a 
girl of fourteen (whom, I surmise, I recollect), an,in-patient in the hos- 
er suffering under what the doctors called “ ecstatic delirium,” left 
ehind by a fever. She was exceedingly violent and abusive, assailing 
the Baron with the common-places she had heard employed against 
foreigners, which, fortunately, he did not understand ; but after the 
“sigh” which would appear to be a general symptom, she came out a 
quiet, timid, orderly little girl, answering with great propriety to every- 
thing which was said to her. If this be so, the artificial cerebral irritation, 
whatever it is, would appear to have a tendency to quiet delirium. An 
effect of the same kind, I think, has been asserted to have been produced 
on maniacal patients, by turning them in what our forefathers called a 
whirligig. ‘The patient whom I saw, is also described as having ap- 
proached much nearer to rationality during the access, or to have had 
the fit in what may be called a diluted state. As one instance, I under- 
stand that when pestered with questions in her ear, she attempted to 
rise and make a manual defence; which reminds me, that when I saw 
her, she, either by accident or design, gave a sound cuff to one unhap- 
Py questioner. Does the artificial stimulus, then, wear out, or alter its 
effect by repetition? And does this wearing out modify the results, and 
so produce different phenomena in the patient? ‘All these seem among 
possible things, and all seem to be determinable by attention and care. 
What appears to be the subject for regret, is, that instead of pursuing 
the connection between causes and effects with scientific caution, it 
should have been chosen to attempt to envelope the whole with the 
name of a new and mysterious science, and invest it as far as possible 
with something of the supernatural. I cannot help avowing, that unless 
it was considered as a necessary compliment, the medical men present 
seemed to lean to the side of the question which they ought not; in 
short, there was a little of a gobe-mouche spirit abroad. For instance, 
some of the questions they asked were in the highest degree unwise ; 
not only as implying the expectation of supernatural or extra-natural 
responses, but as having a direct tendency to act as what counsel call 
“leading questions.” ‘Take: for example, “ How many more times 
must you be magnetized before you are able to see with your eyes 
shut ?”’—which my informant seems to think was afterwards extended 
to asking how long it would be before she could tell what o’clock it was 
by a watch held to the pit of her stomach, to which, after much teaz- 
ing, she appears to have held out something like a promise of hope. 
At the same time it is but fair to say, that these questions may have 
been put at the direction of the Baron, and have been considered as an 
essential part of the trial of his process. And in one view, good may 
result in the end. The alchemists might obscure science on the whole, 
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by the wild and mystical view they chose to take of the operations of 
nature. But their most irregular flights had still a certain chance of 
discovering useful materials for the cooler heads of future generations to 
work upon. 

My hope, therefore, is, that some medical person will take up the 
question with the advantages of professional knowledge, and will steer a 
just course between credulity on the one hand, and a sickly dread of 
discovering new truths upon the other, though concealed under any im- 
aginable mass of the fantastic and the unsound. ‘Truth can never be 
too soon secured, nor error too quickly got rid of. Fifty years ago, it 
is probable that some useful physiological facts which will now be elicit- 
ed, would have been seized on by scientific men, if the whole subject 
had not been contrived to be involved in the mystical and the ridiculous. 
And what is there we might not come to now, if the reins were given 
to the supernatural and the unproved? ‘Think only what a combina- 
tion in politics might be made out of ‘“ Animal Magnetism” and St. 
Simonianism ; or various other amalgams which will suggest themselves 
to the reader. 


ERYTHEMA VENENOSA (TULLY). 


[Communicated for the Boston Medica) and Surgical Journal.) 


‘‘By Erytuema VENENOsa is meant that peculiar erythematic or ery- 
sipelatous eruption which is produced by certain vesicating plants, as 
rhus pumila, radicans, toxicodendron and venenata.”’* 

This eruption usually commences within twenty-four hours after ex- 
posure, with a dark-red or lead-colored efflorescence, tumefaction, heat, 
pain, and intolerable itching. On the following day the efflorescence 
and tumefaction are found to have increased, and small vesicles, contain- 
ing lymph, make their appearance on the — ; these gradually 
increase, enlarge, and become confluent. parts first affected are 
usually the scrotum and penis; from these it gradually extends down 
the thighs and upon the abdomen. The face and arms are next affect- 
ed, so that by the end of the third day it has usually reached its ulti- 
mate limits, occasionally affecting, in this way, the whole anterior sur- 
face of the body. The tumefaction, pain, heat, and itching, on the 
parts last affected, increase and vesicate, the vesicles enlarge, and the 
disease does not come to a crisis untii the end of the fifth or beginning 
of the seventh day, when it begins gradually to subside, the vesicles 
burst and scabs are formed, the inflammation subsides, the scabs and 
cuticle fall off, and by the tenth day the disease disappears. In severe 
cases there is usually more or less constitutional febrile affection, of a 
typhoid character. The fever sometimes, though rarely, commences 
with rigors, more generally with languor, lassitude, loss of muscular 
strength, followed with rapid pulse, anxiety, restlessness, jactitation, 


* See Prize Essay on Sanguinaria. Medical Recorder, Vol. xiii. page 961, 
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in in head, back, and limbs; the tongue is coated with a thick brown 
ur ; there is nausea, vomiting, faintness, palpitation of heart, and some- 
times delirium. 

The above brief description will apply to the most severe cases of 
this disease, when uninfluenced by medication. It, however, varies 
much in extent and severity, and is fortunately, in a majority of cases, 
confined to a single locality, as the face, arms, or legs, and so slight as 
to cause little or no constitutional disturbance. In those cases where 
there is considerable tumefaction of the face, the eyelids are closed and 
glued together. Add to this the constitutional symptoms already related, 
and it will be difficult to imagine a more pitiable situation. 

In the treatment of this disease, | have endeavored to quiet the con- 
stitutional disturbance, and directly resolve the local inflammation. To 
accomplish this, my first measure has been to administer a sufficient 

antity of morphia to quiet, as far as possible, the local and constitu- 
tional disturbance, and, if necessary, to repeat it in small, but suitable 
doses, at short and regular intervals. As soon as the patient becomes 
quiet, for the purpose of removing any offending matter from the sto- 
mach and bowels, and increasing. the action of the secernents and ab- 
sorbents, I would give a full dose of proto-chloridum hydrargeri. If 
this does not move the bowels in ten or twelve hours, it should be as- 
sisted by an enema or ol. ricini. ‘To sustain the tone of the stomach 
and excite the action of the skin, an infusion of aristolochia serpentaria, 
comptonia asplenifolia, or laurus benzoinis, should be given. The diet 
should be light, consisting of farina, boiled milk and water or animal 
jelly. The topical application which I prefer, and have most used, for 
the purpose of at once putting an end to the inflammation, is a strong 
solution of pure nit. argent (from twenty to forty grs. to fZi. of wa- 
ter). The pain produced by this is of short duration, and is speedily 
followed by a suspension of all disagreeable sensations in the part to 
which it is applied. If in the course of a few hours the heat and pain 
again return, the nit. argepti is to be repeated, and so on, as may be 

. A little experience and dexterity are necessary in the ap- 
lication of this article. ‘The skin should be previously washed per- 
ectly clean with warm water and soap, and the inflamed surface should 
be kept wet with the solution several minutes. Should the redness and 
tumefaction be extensive, and the patient unusually susceptible, the ap- 
plication should be made only toa small extent of jokes at a time 
(lest too much irritation be produced by it), and extended as the patient 
can bear it, until the whole inflamed surface has been freely touched. 
In this way I have uniformly been able to subdue the disease with two 
or three applications. 

I have used and succeeded perfectly well with other articles. A so- 
lution of the per-chlorid. hydrargeri, of the strength of from ten to 
twenty grs. to Zi. of water, when liberally applied, produces rather 
more pain than nit. argenti, but is not less efficacious. My mode of 
using it has been to wet cloths or cotton batting with it, to lay them over 
the inflamed surface, and to suffer them to remain as long as they 
could be. conveniently borne, or ten or fifteen minutes; and when 
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called early, for the purpose of preventing the spread of this erythema, 
I would recommend that the patient at the very outset be directed to 
wash, with a solution of per-ch. hydrargeri, every part liable to be af- 
fected with this eruption. 

Unguentum per-oxyd. hydrargeri has succeeded perfectly well when 
the eruption has been limited, or confined to a small extent of surface, 
and there was no constitutional disturbance. 

Sulph. Morphia. In the month of May last I wished to make a 
tincture of the rhus venenata, and for that purpose I walked about a 
mile in search of the article. After finding it, | shaved off as much 
bark as I wished, and threw it into a basket. On reaching home | was 
careful to wash my hands thoroughly with soap and water, and as I had 
frequently handled and used the article without being affected by it, I ‘7 


thought no more about it, but in the following night, about two o’clock, 
A. M., I awoke with a burning pain and itching of the scrotum. I 
yg a solution of per-ch. hydrarg., so strong as to destroy both cuti- a 
cle and cutis vera. In the morning the groins and penis were affected. \J 
In this way it traversed the principal part of the anterior surface of the { 
body, when on the third day it appeared on the face. Its progress was 4 
thoroughly followed up by argentum and per-ch. hydrarg. By this time 
I had had enough of the last article. I did not like to black my face, 
although I had frequently blacked my patients’. The burning pain and 
itching of my face was beyond endurance ; there was considerable red- 
ness and tumefaction, but no vesication. I applied freely a solution of 
sulph. morphia, twenty grs. to {3i. of water. This greatly increased 
my agony for a few minutes, but I soon had the satisfaction to find the 
pon 00 of the face perfectly subdued, as well as on every other part of 
the body. 
Sanguinaria Canadensis. An infusion or decoction of this article is 
recommended, and I have no doubt but it will be found perfectly effica- 
cious as an external application. 
Diervilla Canadensis I have never used, hat judging from its sensible 
properties, I should not expect much from it-as an external application. 
Prot. acet plumbi, nit. and carb. potasse, and chlorid. soda, in solu- 
tion, whether weak or strong, J know, from abundant experience, are all 
alike inefficient, only producing momentary relief, without affecting the 
progress of the disease in the least. ‘The same may be said of the ap- 
plication of cold water, ice, and the expressed juice of certain succulent 
| plants, as the impatiens aurea and maculata of Mich., and infusions of 
a rosmarinus officinalis and spts. of camphor. 
ag With the treatment, when judiciously managed, which I have recom- 
i mended in this disease, I hesitate not to say, from abundant experience, 
Mi. that this disease, in any stage, may be subdued with “great certainty, in’ 
+ from twelve to twenty-four hours. It is true that the application of a 
strong solution of either nit. argenti or per-ch. hydrargeri, causes a little 
pain; but the relief which speedily follows is commonly 9 sufficient in- 
ducement to the patient to submit to a second application when neces- P 
sary. If, however, the patient be remarkably susceptible, the erythema 
extensive, without a sufficient quantity of morphia to control the pain 
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and constitutional disturbance, they might produce more pain than is 

desirable. In my practice I have had no difficulty in regulating their 

effects, or in producing a speedy resolution of the disease. A. 
Meriden, Ct., Dec. 25th, 1837. 


A WORM REMOVED FROM THE EYE OF AN ARAB RACE HORSE. 


A uicu-Brep Arab, then in the possession of Captain Seton, town 
major of Bombay, when under training was observed to be out of con- 
dition. The horse was dull, and off his feed, and had, what I have in- 
variably observed, the strange, and almost unaccountable symptom of 
great weakness in the loins. The eye affected was slightly weak and 
watery, but free from any perceptible inflammation, and the aqueous 
and other humors were in a perfectly natural state. The worm had 
been distinctly seen for several days, moving about in the whole circum- 
ference of the anterior chamber, exactly like an eel in a basin of water, 
apparently in the full enjoyment of its natural element. It was nearly 
an inch long, of the diameter of sewing silk, and of a beautiful silvery 
whiteness. 

Having previously secured the animal by casting him on a soft bed of 
straw, in a strong light, several persons holding his head down securely, 
in the presence of several sporting gentlemen, one of whom secured 
the upper lid with Pellier’s silver elevator, with a common-cataract knife 
I made a free crucial incision into the cornea below the pupil. The 
aqueous humor immediately escaped in a sudden gush, bringing with it 
the worm, which did not long survive the change of its situation. 

The eye was now secured much after the same manner as after the 
operation for extraction of cataract in the human eye, and measures 
were taken to prevent his rubbing it against the manger. The wound 
healed without a bad symptom ; the aqueous humor was soon re-pro- 
duced, and the sight not if the least degree injured. The animal rapid- 
ly improved in health, and became a great and deserved favorite on the 
Calcatte turf, where it was afterwards sent, winning many races. 

It is well to observe, that in performing this operation a strong light is 
desirable, as it is necessary to the operator to distinctly see whether the 
worm comes away with the aqueous humor. I have in two instances 
performed this operation, when, from the aqueous humor spirting out on 
the ground, the worm could not be discovered ; though, from the favora- 
ble issue of the cases, I infer it must have come away. The worm 
does not always confine itself to the aqueous humor in the anterior 
chamber ; I have seen it disappear apparently behind the iris, and again 
return through the pupil. : 

It is easy to conceive the injury that is likely to arise from the con- 
tinuance of the worm even in the anterior part of the eye; but how 
much more so would it be in the posterior and more sensitive parts of 
that organ, and out of reach of observation. ‘Though I have no means 
of knowing it to be the fact, yet I firmly believe that many eyes are lost 
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from the same cause, simply from the inflammation and ulceration pro- 


duced by the presence of this irritating foreign body in so sensitive a 
part. 


& 


INGENIOUS MODE OF REMOVING CONGESTION OF THE BRAIN. 


Sir James Murray has turned the dry-cupping principle to a very in- 
genious account. He presented to the British Association an ingenious 
contrivance, something like a slipper bath, which had an air pump for 
exhausting the air applied to it. The patient was placed in it, and it 
was then made air tight, leaving him a breathing communication with 
the external atmosphere. ‘The air was then exhausted from the inte- 
rior, and atmospheric pressure removed from the surface of the body. 
About a pound of atmosphere being exhausted, took off a ton of at- 
mospheric pressure. ‘The consequence was, where the body was before 
cold and collapsed, the vessels were immediately filled up and rendered 
turgid, while it did not at all interfere with the process of respiration. 
He exhibited another application of the same contrivance, of a long tin 
tube made air tight, and with a piece of wet bladder round one end, 
which was open; at the other end, which was closed up, a small ex- 
hausting air pump was placed. A patient with a paralytic wrist put his 
hand into this, the wet bladder was tied round his arm at the top to 
make it air tight, and the atmosphere was then pumped out of the tube 
by the patient himself or any person. ‘The atmospheric pressure being 
taken off, the limb became turgid, the circulation was increased, and 
the part affected was soon cured. There was another adaptation of the 
same contrivance to the limbs to draw off the effect of congestion of 
the brain. There was another application to stop hemorrhage in an in- 
jured hand, limb, or other extremity. An exhausting pump was fixed 
to the end of a bladder, the limb was put into the bladder, and the neck 
then tied round to make it air tight. The air was then completely ex- 
hausted by means of the pump, which compressed the bladder so close 
to the skin as effectually to stop even the pores of the skin. The same 
contrivance of a bladder and exhausting pump was also applied for the 
cure of ulcerated legs, by preventing the evaporation of the ulcers, b 
exhausting the air, and making the collapsed bladder adhere tightly all 
round. ‘There were several other ingenious contrivances and applica- 
tions of the same invention, the exhibition of which, and the inventor’s 
happy humor, elicited loud applause. _ 

A vote of thanks was given to Sir James Murray for the very valua- 
ble instruction he had conveyed. . 


Lobelia.—Mr. Whitlaw states, in the London Lancet, that the lobe- 
lia inflata which grows in wet, clayey soils, is a powerful poison, its nar- 
cotic power being then in great excess. He also states that exposure to 
light deprives the tincture, or any of its preparations, of its antispas- 
modic power, whilst the narcotic remains. ; | 
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VERMONT ASYLUM FOR THE INSANE. 


We know not to whom we are indebted for a copy of the first annual 
report of the Trustees and Physicians of this infant institution, which 
was presented to the legislature in October. It has been a long time on 
the way from Montpelier—two months to a day. However, it gave us 
pleasure to read it, because it shows the progress of humanity, and the 
triumph of science in ameliorating the sufferings of a class of human 
beings who have been most wofully neglected in this country, till within 
the last few years. 

Dr. Rockwell, the Superintendent and Physician, has hardly had an 
opportunity of showing what, we have no doubt, he will ultimately ac- 
complish, viz. the complete restoration of many who are now totally lost to 
the world. We perceive, in the report, that he is perfectly familiar with 
the duties of the responsible office in which he has been placed, and we 
doubt not that the Vermont Asylum will hereafter become eminently 
distinguished for its success under his administration. A want of room 
is already discoverable ; patients have been denied admission because 
there was no place to put them. This has been the case in all the in- 
sane establishments in‘ New England ; they were too small in the begin- 
ning, and the enlargements have been, in most instances, sadly at war 
with all architectural effect. Whether the Vermont legislature voted 
anything towards the construction of another edifice, we have no means 
of knowing ; it is presumed that they acted wisely on Dr. Rockwell’s 
recommendation, and that a new building is already in progress. 

The asylum was first opened for the reception of patients on the 12th 
of December, 1836. The whole number has been forty-eight : eleven 
of these have recovered, and sixteen have improved. But the fact is 
worth recording, and is ofvitself worth the cost of the entire asylum— 
that eleven have recovered. 

From the commencement, say the trustees, an excellent farm, of fift 
acres, was procured, as a necessary appendage, the importance of whic 
‘is daily felt in the management of the insane. Vermont is principally 
an agricultural State, and the probability is that most of the male patients 
will be farmers ; this, therefore, is a commendable provision. The Mc 
Lean Asylum, at Charlestown, as well as the State Lunatic Hospital, at 
Worcester, have both been prodigiously cramped for land, and both have 
been compelled to purchase, at very high rates, in consequence of not at 
first appreciating the importance of horticultural labors in the moral 
treatment of the insane. 

The current expenses of the Vermont Asylum, which is located in the 
beautiful town of Brattleborough, up to September, were only $3,484 71. 
bg were received, within the same period, for the board of patients 

1,866 73. ; 

In conclusion, we hope the State of Vermont has given the mi 
tendent a generous salary. There never has been a man in the United 
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States, fully competent as a medical officer, who has been paid one half 
as much as he merited. They should be cheered continually with the 
bright prospect of retiring, before they have lost all relish for society, 
with a competency. It is a life of unceasing anxiety, fatigue, watchful- 
ness, and painful responsibility. as 


Anatomical Dissections.—The New York Sunday Morning News has a 
sensible article on this subject, which shows the editor to be a man of 
liberal views, and disposed to have the profession sustained in anatomical 
pursuits, as the only mode of securing a learned and skilful faculty. 
“In this country,” he remarks, “ every obstacle is thrown in the way of 
the anatomical student. Public opinion is strongly against it, and a law is 
still in force making it a criminal offence to procure subjects for this pur- 

ose. If this law was repealed, and another passed in its place, requir- 
ing the body of every person dying in hospitals, prisons, and other chari- 
table institutions, to be examined, the medical profession would soon 
double its means of doing good ; and instead of being almost entirely 
dependent on Europe for improvements in the principles and practice of 
the science, would walk forth in the broad and umlimited field of discov- 
ery for itself. It isto be hoped that it will not be long before public 
opinion upon the subject will become so changed that surviving relations 
will think that they have not done their duty unless they have had a full 
examination of the body of the deceased, and ascertained the cause of 
his or her death, and the propriety or impropriety of the treatment which 
has been pursued. Such a practice would soon lead medical men to be 
infinitely more skilful and cautious.” The State of New York must 
have been in view in writing the above sentiment. In Massachusetts 
the law has made liberal provision for facilitating anatomical studies, by 
a modification of the old law, which we hope will ultimately be copied 
by every State in the Union. 


Medical Newspaper.—Drs. Clymer and Biddle, of Philadelphia, will is- 
sue this day, in that city, a new medical periodical, called the Medical Ez- 
aminer, on a large sheet, making sixteen pages, 8vo. in double columns, at 
three dollars a year, in advance. The requisition that the subscription 
shall be in advance, is an excellent arrangement, which will save them @ 
prodigious deal of vexation. The old custom of trusting out, or openin 
accounts with two or three thousands of persons over the whole Unit 
States, is necessarily attended with severe losses. From the little we 
know of the proposed Examiner, there can be.no doubt that it will merit 
great success ; and to those at the north who would like to become its 
patrons, we offer our personal services in transmitting their names and 
residences. On the reception of the first number, something illustrative 
of the mode in which it is to be conducted, will be ascertained. 


Eclectic Journal of Medicine.—It is gratifying to hear that Dr. Bell is 


well sustained by a substantial subscription list. Those who are interest- 


ed in the progress of medical science, in this country, must certainly — 


feel proud of the energetic measures of the conductor of that work. 
He evidently devotes himself with well-directed efforts to raise the 
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standard of taste in medical literature, and demonstrates, too, his qualifi- 
cations for the editorial management of a very excellent periodical. 


Todine in Strumous Ophthalmia.—In strumous ophthalmia constitutional 
treatment is of the highest importance, Iodine is occasionally employed 
with good effect, when there are scrofulous tumors in other parts of the 
body. One of the best preparations, is the liquor ferri hydriodatis, which 
unites the tonic properties of iron to the specific alterant powers of 
iodine. Great as is the intolerance of light in this malady, the patient 
should not, generally, be indulged in the luxury of a room made entirely 
dark ; for the susceptibility is thereby augmented, and the powers of the 
constitution still farther impaired. Active exercise in the open air, is 
one of the most important remedies within our reach. 


Explanation of the Modus Operandi of Narcotics in dilating the Pupil. 
—A graduate of the University of Pennsylvania, Dr. Samuel Cooper, 
was the first to point out the power of narcotics in dilating the pupil. 
His experiments were made with stramonium, in 1797. An ingenious 
explanation of the modus operandi of these substances is given by Mr. 
Walker. He supposes that the branches of the 3d and 5th pair of 
nerves, which unite to form the lenticular ganglion, preside, respec- 
tively, over the dilatation and contraction of the iris ; the former being 
appropriated to the radiated, and the latter to the circular or orbicular, 
fibres. Filaments, from the same division of the 5th, are also distributed 
to the palpebre and forehead, and through this nervous communication 
the narcotic influence is propagated to the sphincter fibres of the iris, 
which, by their extreme delicacy of structure, and the absence of any 
fixed attachment, are rendered liable to paralysis from a degree of nar- 


cotism which would not otherwise be perceptible. The contraction of 


the orbicular fibres being thus temporarily suspended, while those sup- 
plied by the third pair preserve their vitality unimpaired, the antagonism 
is destroyed, and dilatation is, of course, the result. In other words, 


there is a paralysis, more or less complete, of the circular fibres of 
the iris. , 


Singular Gun-shot Wound.—In the late operations of the French 
army in taking the city of Constantina, General Perregaux received a 
musket ball at the root of the nose, exactly between his eyes—says an 
officer in writing to the Messager —and “ Dr. Bandeus has already 
extracted a number of splinters. The ball penetrated to the depth of 
two inches, in a bony place, and when suppuration takes place, it may 
probably be extracted.”” Hopes are entertained that the General may 
be saved by the care and skill of his medical attendants. 


Medical Lectures in Maine.—A few weeks hence the lecture term will 
open at Bowdoin College, a school which has always sustained an excel- 
lent reputation. Those who can make it convenient, when the lectures 
close in Boston, Hanover, Berkshire, Castleton, Fairfield, and New 
Haven, to join the class at Brunswick, will find themselves under the 
guidance of professors of eminent talents and moral worth. Dr. Roby, 
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it will be recollected, of this city, takes the chair of Anatomy and Physi- 
ology. Students, by communicating with him, may inform themselves 
in relation to the cost of board, tuition, &c., items of considerable 
importance to those going amongst strangers. 


Auction of Medical Books.—It would really be worth while for gentle- 
men who are desirous of increasing their libraries with good and substan- 
tial works, to employ an agent to purchase for them, at some of the auc- 
tions which frequently take place in Boston, if it is not convenient to at- 
tend the sales themselves. Even the latest works, such as Liston’s Sur- 
gery, Prichard on Insanity, Laennec on the Chest, &c. &c., were sold, 
a week or two since, one would suppose, below the actual cost of bind- 
ing. At this particular season, it is very common to have medical books 
offered in this way, and by the expenditure of a little time, a choice col- 
lection of the best works known to the profession might be collected at 
less than half their true value. 


Medical Miscellany.—The military hospital at Jacksonville, Florida, 
under the care of Dr. Walsh, was totally destroyed by fire on the 17th. 
No patients, fortunately, in the house.—Drs. Brevoort and Allen, lectur- 
ers on phrenology, seem to meet with enthusiastic encouragement at Fall 
River.—Dr. Robert Mayo is preparing a book to be entitled Eight Years 
in Washington.—Complaint has been made in Congress that only one 
surgeon, on the Mediterranean Station, was allowed to more than a hun- 
dred patients. There never has been a sufficient number. of surgeons in 
the navy, since the organization of the government. Five hundred more, 
at least, should be put in commission, to meet all emergencies.—A re- 
ward has been offered by Sir Fracis Head, Governor of Upper Canada, 
of 2501. for Dr. Charles Duncombe, a patriot leader.—Frost, the Thom- 
sonian, inthe city of New York, has been declared guilty, by a jury, of 
manslaughter in the fourth degree, and recommended to mercy.—Small- 
oy has appeared at Milford, Mass., causing considerable alarm.—Dr. 

asson, who last summer offered a reward for Lord Gosford’s head, has 
been taken prisoner by the loyalists, at St. Charles, Lower Canada.— 
The sale of hygeian pills in this country, in one single year, as proved 
in court at New York, in Sears’s trial for counterfeiting them, amounted 
to between three and four hundred thousand dollars.—The cholera has 
broken out at Constantina, and several distinguished officers have been 
carried off by it.—A true bill was found against Dr. Stennett for shoot- 
ing at Capt. Graves, on the passage from New York to Jamaica, where the 


doctor is in durance.—Dr. John Marshal, of Woodford county, a brother: 


of the late chief justice, has been appointed President of Transylvania 
University.—The last number of the Southern Medical Journal contains 
Dr. Warren’s Rhinoplastic Operation, with the lithographic illustrations, 
which latter were sent from Boston. 


Drev,—At Charlton, Mass., Dr. Ebenezer H. Phillips, aged 81. He has 
practised medicine sixty years.—Near Edenton, N.C., Dr. Matthias E. Sawyer, 
aged 33.—In Jefferson Co., Va., Dr. Robert Waters, aged 60. ' 


Whole number of deaths in Boston, for the week ending Dec. 30, 36. Males, 24—Females, 12. 

Consumption, 6—scarlet fever, 2—sudden, 1—tumor in the chest, 1—intemperance, 3—drowned, I 
—inflammation of the lungs, 1—old age, 4—dropsy , ]—inflammation of the bowels, 2—hemorrhage 
of the lungs, 1—cholera infantum, l—dropsy in the chest, 1—teething, 1—hooping cough, 1—burn, 
1—chronic diarrhea, 1—pleurisy, 1—-stillborn, 1. 
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FALLING OF THE WOMB CURED BY EXTERNAL APPLICATION. 
DR. A. G. HULL’S UTERO-ABDOMINAL SUPPORTER is offered to those afflicted with 
us Uteri, or Falling of the Womb, and other diseases depending upon a relaxation of the ab- 
dominal muscles, as an instrument in every way calculated for relief and permanent restoration to 
health. When this instrument is carefully and properly fitted to the form of the patient, it inva- 
riably affords the most immediate immunity from the distressing ‘ dragging and bearing-down’’ 
sensations which accompany nearly all cases of viscera) displacements of the abdomen, and its sk 
ful application is always followed by an early confession of radical relief from the patient herself. 
he Supporter is of simple construction, and can be applied by thepatient without further aid. With- 
in the last three years nearly 1500 of the Utero-Abdominal Supporters have been applied with the 
most happy results. 

The very great success which this instrument has met, warrants the assertion, that its examina- 
tion by the physician will induce him to discard the disgusting Pessary hitherto in use. It is gratify- 
ing to state that it has met the decided approbation of Sir Astiey Cooper, of London, Edward Delafield 
M.D.,Professor of Midwifery, University of the State of New York, of Professors of Midwifery in the 
different Medical Schools of the United States, and every other Physician or Surgeon who has had a 
practical knowledge of its qualities, as well as every patient who has worn it. 

The public and medical profession are cautioned against impositions in this instrument, as well as 

Trusses vended as mine, which are unsafe and vicious imitations. The genuine ‘Trusses bear my 
signature in writing on the label, and the Supporter has its title embossed upon its envelope. 
AMOS G. HULL, Office 4 Vesey Street, Astor House, New York. 

The Subscribers having been appointed Agents for the sale of the above instruments, all orders 
addressed to them will be promptly attended to. LOWE & REED, 

Jan. 3. yreop 24 Merchants Row, Boston, 


VACCINE VIRUS. 
Puysictans in any section of the United States can procure ten quills charged with Pure Vaccing 
Viavus by return mail, on addressing the editor of the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal, enclos- 
ing one dollar, post paid, without which, no letter will be taken from the post office. Oct. 25, 


MEDICAL SCHOOL OF MAINE. 
Tue Medical Lectures at Bowdoin College will commence on Monday, the 19th of February, 1838. 


Anatomy, and Surgery, by Joseru Rosy, M.D., late Demonstrator of Anatomy in the Medical 
School of Harvard University. 
Theory and Practice of Physic, Obstetrics and Medical Jurisprudence, by James M’Kern, M.D. 
Chemistry and Materia Medica, by Parker M.D. 
The Anatomical Cabinet and the Library are annually 
Every person, becoming a member of this institution, is required previously to present satisfactory 
evidence of possessing a good mora} character. 
‘The amount of fees fur the lectures is $50. ‘The lectures continue three months. i» et 
Degrees are conferred at the close of the lecture term in May, and at the following Commence- 
ment of the College ir. Septeinber. dg 
Professor M’Keex, who has been absent during the last yéar, visiting the hospitals of Great Britain 
and Frauce, will return to this country before the commencement of the lectures 


P. CLEAVELAND, Secretary. 
Brunswick, Oct. 1837. Nov. 8—eop6t d 


TO MEDICAL STUDENTS. 
Tue undersigned are associated for the purpose of instructing in all the branches of Medicine and 
Surgery. A suitable room will be provided, and pupils will have the use of an extensive medical 
library, opportunities for seeing the practice of one of the districts of the Dispensary and of the Eye 
and Ear tnfirmary, and of attending « course of lectures on the diseases of the eye. 
A regular course of recitations and examinations will include all the required professional works. 
Anatounical instruction and private dissection wil) form a prominent part in the study ofthe pupils. 


For further information, apply to either of the subscribers. JOHN JEFFRIES, M.D. 
R. W. HOOPER D. 
Franklin Street, Nov. 9, 1836. July 19—6m JOHN H. DIX, M.D. 


MEDICAL INSTRUCTION, 
Tue subscribers have associated for the purpose of giving medical instruction. A convenient room 
has been provided for this purpose, which will be open to the students at afl hours. ‘They will have 
access to an extensive medical library, and every other necessary facility for the acquirement of 8 
thorough medical education. 
Opportunities will be offered for the observation of diseasesand their treatment in two Dispensary 
districts, embracing Wards 1, 2 and 3, and in cases which will be treated at the room daily. 
Instruction will be given by clinical and other lectures, and by examinations at least twice a week. 
Sufficient attention will be paid to Practical Anatomy. 
For further information, application may be made at the room, over 103 Hanover street, or, to 
the subscribers. EPHRAIM BUCK, M.D. 
ASA B. SNOW, M.D. 
E. WALTER LEACH, M.D. 
Boston, August 9, 1837. HENRY G. CLARK, M.D. 
JOSEPH MORIA , M.D. 


THE BOSTON MEDICAL AND SURGICAL JOURNAL is publishedevery Wednesday, by 
D. CLAPP, JR. at 184 Washington Street, corner of Franklin Street, to whom all communications 
must be addressed, post-paid. [tis also published in Monthly Parts, each Part containing the weekly 
numbers of the preceding month, stitched in acover. J. V.C. SMITH, M.D. Editor.—Price . 
year in advance, $3.50 afler three months, and $4,90 if not paid within the year.—Agents al 

ot seventh copy gratis.—Orders from a distance must be accompanied by payment im advance, 


reference.—Pestage the same as for a Newspaper. 
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